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Trafford CYPS brings together council and health services to improve outcomes for children,
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STAFF BULLETIN


28 April 2009


Special Briefing – ‘SWINE FLU’





We are sure you will be aware that the World Health Organisation is currently investigating cases of Swine Flu in Mexico and United States of America.  At this stage work is ongoing to determine the severity of the disease and the ease with which it can spread. 





We became aware of one suspected case in the Sale area of Trafford.  However, following further investigations, it is now highly unlikely that the patient has swine flu.  Tests are being carried out as a precaution.  It is thought that the patient has had a common viral infection.  It is also important to note that at this stage there are no confirmed cases in the UK at the present time.





The most important message that staff and the public need to be aware of at this stage is that we maintain and share best practice in infection control by having, good respiratory hand hygiene to help reduce transmission of all viruses, covering your nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing, using a tissue when possible and disposing of dirty tissues promptly and carefully. 





Anyone who has travelled to the affected areas and is experiencing symptoms or knows somebody in this situation, the advice is to stay at home and to contact their GP by telephone or contact NHS Direct on 0845 46 47.





Some questions and answers have also been posted on the NHS Direct website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk" ��www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk� should you require further information.





Council and health service colleagues are working closely together and we will keep you updated with further information when we receive it.





If any staff are approached by journalists please forward them to Kelly Caldwell in the Council’s Communications Team on 0161 912 1256.
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Chris Pratt


Corporate Director Trafford Children and Young People’s Service











