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DUNCAN STARS IN BBC’S CHILDCARE NOT JUST FOR WOMEN





Duncan Wise who is a morning pre-school manager in the Davyhulme area featured in BBC news bulletins on 20 January about the need for more male staff in nurseries.  Duncan was also part of an article on the BBC website titled Childcare Not Just For Women.  Both these news items were in support of new research that suggests parents want more men to work in nurseries. 





INTENSIVE FOSTERING





Intensive fostering provides suitable young people who offend with an alternative to custody.  It gives them a second chance, working in a close, supportive living environment, tackling issues such as anti-social behaviour through an intensive individualised behavioural programme.  We will be establishing Intensive Fostering within our existing Me2 programme, one of only four sites nationwide.  





Trafford was approached by the Youth Justice Board to set up three intensive fostering placements, showing that at our innovative fostering and Youth Offending Service is nationally recognised.  Before magistrates’ courts can make supervision orders with a condition of residence and compliance to the treatment foster care programme, we need suitable and committed foster carers.  The young person will follow a nine month programme offering a specifically designed intervention of care working collaboratively with members of the Me2 Team and the Youth Offending Service to bring about positive behavioural changes.  Through close supervision, consistent care, intensive work around understanding anti-social behaviour and increasing appropriate positive behaviour, the young person will be supported to make significant improvements, leading to better life chances and opportunities.  Foster carers need to be able to keep the young person interested and focussed and sports activities, clubs and other social outings will feature heavily during the programme.  For more information about making a difference in a young person’s life through the intensive fostering programme, or general fostering, ring 0161 912 3969 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:me2fostering@trafford.gov.uk" ��me2fostering@trafford.gov.uk� .





FUNDING FOR PRACTICAL COOKING SPACES





We have been successful in our ‘exceptional targeted funding’ for practical cooking spaces to support the introduction of compulsory food technology at Key Stage 3 from September 2011.  This involves a £300,000 grant for Altrincham Grammar School for Boys.  A big thank you to Maria Warburton, our Schools Development Manager, for her efforts in submitting the bid. 
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YOUNG PERSONS ACCREDITATION SCHEME - SILVER AWARD


 


There is a problem that faces under 18 year olds who want their own tenancy – they must have a guarantor.  The Silver Award is an activity-based qualification that focuses on the development and learning of independent living skills.  The scheme was initially developed by Trafford Housing Strategy Team, in conjunction with CYPS (Youth Offending Service and Youth Service) and Irwell Valley HA as well other agencies.  Greenbank (Irwell Valley HA) is piloting the award.  





The aim is that the award will be available to anyone living in Trafford.  Greenbank is a supported accommodation project for 20 homeless young people aged 16 to 25.  As the award contains challenges covering areas such as financial awareness, being a good neighbour and dealing with difficult situations, it is envisaged that the award can be used as an additional reference for prospective landlords, employers, colleges and training schemes.  There are six challenges young people must complete to achieve the award.  These are life skills (including assertiveness, conflict management, talking to professionals, time management); budgeting and finance; housing law/rights and responsibilities; health and hygiene; anti-social behaviour; and education, training and employment.  Upon successful completion and accreditation, the young person will have gained a Silver Youth Achievement Award, which is nationally recognised.  For more details please contact Sally Haynes at Greenbank, Irwell Valley Housing Association on 0161 877 7075;  � HYPERLINK "mailto:sally.haynes@irwellvalleyha.co.uk" ��sally.haynes@irwellvalleyha.co.uk�.  





 BREAST FEEDING





Breast feeding rates are a key indicator within the Department of Health’s Child health and Wellbeing Public Service Agreement, and the ‘Vital Signs’ performance framework.  From April 2009 all Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) are expected to collect data to calculate the local prevalence of breastfeeding at six to eight weeks.  Trafford was one of 45 (out of 152) PCTs nationally that achieved 85% coverage of collecting the data in the first quarters collection.  Of the PCTs achieving the 85% coverage, Trafford had the 7th highest rate in England of prevalence of breastfeeding at 6-8 weeks behind Camden, Kensington and Chelsea, Kingston, Islington, Oxfordshire and Lewisham.  Government Office North West is delighted with our results so far and will be asking us to share with others how we have achieved these.  We have had a Breastfeeding Team co-ordinating the work and it has been a great team effort between the health visitors, midwives, children centres and public health, supported by our information colleagues.  





However there is more work to do and over 45% of our women are not breastfeeding at 6-8 weeks with low rates of prevalence in more deprived areas of the borough but it’s a good start!
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